
Friday 30th August 2024 Established 1948

Newton News
 - Incorporating The Newtonian - Newton Aycliffe’s Free Community Newspaper

Editorial & Advertising contact: Telephone: 01325 300212 - Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  - Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk

Nestled in the heart of Newton Aycliffe, Total 
Cards has rapidly grown from a small online 
retailer to one of the UK’s leading destinations 
for trading cards and collectibles. With a 
passion for bringing the joy of collecting to 
enthusiasts of all ages, Total Cards has built 
a thriving business that not only offers a wide 
array of products but also fosters a community 
of like-minded individuals who share a love for 
the hobby.
Founded in 2012, Total Cards started as a 
humble operation, driven by the simple idea 
of making the world of trading cards more 
accessible. Today, the company has expanded 
significantly, offering an extensive catalogue 
that includes popular trading card games like 
Pokémon, Yu-Gi-Oh!, Magic: The Gathering, 
and much more. The company’s commitment 
to quality, customer service and competitive 
pricing has made it a go-to resource for 
collectors both locally and internationally.
What sets Total Cards apart from the 
competition is not just its vast selection, but 
its dedication to the customer experience. 
The company prides itself on its fast and 
reliable shipping, with orders often dispatched 
the same day they’re placed. Their website, 
totalcards.net, is designed to be user-friendly, 
allowing customers to easily find what they’re 
looking for, whether it’s a rare card to complete 
a collection or the latest booster packs on the 
market.
But Total Cards isn’t just about selling cards; 
it’s about building a community. The company 
regularly hosts events, both in-person and 
online, where fans can come together to share 
their passion, trade cards and even compete 
in friendly tournaments. These events have 
become a staple for local collectors, providing 
a welcoming environment where everyone 
from beginners to seasoned pros can enjoy the 
hobby.
“We’re incredibly proud to be based in Newton 
Aycliffe,” says Adrian Marsden, founder of 

Newton Aycliffe’s Hidden Gem 
in the World of Collectibles

Total Cards. “Our roots are here, and it’s 
been amazing to grow alongside this vibrant 
community. We’ve always believed that our 
success is tied to the support of our local 
customers and we’re committed to giving back 
through our events and initiatives.”
In addition to serving the local community, Total 
Cards has made a significant impact on the 
global stage, with customers from all corners 
of the world turning to them for their collectible 
needs. This international reach hasn’t come at 
the expense of their local presence, however. 
The team at Total Cards remains deeply 
involved in the Newton Aycliffe community, 
supporting local events, schools and charities.
As Total Cards continues to grow, they remain 
committed to their core values: providing 
top-notch customer service, offering the best 
possible prices, and fostering a love for the 
hobby. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or 
just getting started, Total Cards is the place to 
turn for all your trading card needs.
Visit totalcards.net to explore their extensive 
range of products, or stop by their Newton 
Aycliffe location to meet the team and see why 
Total Cards is a true gem in our town. You can 
find our store at 6 Maple Way, Newton Aycliffe 
DL5 6BF

We are a group of local lads who have been supporting Newton Aycliffe 
Football Club for twelve years, home and away. Before this season 
started we were the first organisation to sign up to the new sponsorship 
scheme, CLUB 30. The benefits of the scheme really appealed to our 
group so it was an easy decision to invest. 
For last Saturday’s home game against Ossett we received one of the 
many benefits on offer and we were proud Match Day Sponsors.
Exclusive photographs behind our pitchside board along with the 
‘Gaffer’ Brian Atkinson and some of the players, was a real highlight.
Inclusion in the Match Programme, which contained an interesting 
description of us, attracted many comments from other fans during and 
after the game.
To be Match Day Sponsors for such an entertaining game and 
emphatic win for the team, was the icing on the cake.
But we’re just a small group of dedicated supporters, who saw value 
in investing in our town’s team. What we struggle to understand is 
why so many other local organisations can’t see the value and kudos 
in investing too. PR and social media don’t apply to us but surely, it 
must appeal and be of immense value to many businesses in Newton 
Aycliffe.
The team has achieved tremendous success in the past few seasons 
and with increased support can go even further. 
NAISC are calling on local businesses and, we’ve certainly got our 
fair share of global players, to join us by signing up to CLUB 30 and 
provide the team with more support.
We’d also like to encourage all Newtonians to come along to the 
games and join us in cheering the lads on to further success. It’s a 
brilliant afternoon, or evening, watching some quality football, whilst 
enjoying tasty food from Victoria’s Kitchen and for those who like a 
tipple there’s a fully stocked Can Bar.
COME ON . . . PLEASE JOIN US.
Cheers, all the lads from NAISC.

Newton Aycliffe Independent 
Supporters Club (NAISC)
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� e County Council of Durham
(Philpotts Walk, Newton Aycli� e)

(Temporary Footpath Closure) Order 2024

Th e Council on 23/8/2024 made the above Order under the Road Traffi  c Regulation 
Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all pedestrian traffi  c from 
proceeding on a 16 metre length of Philpotts Walk, Newton Aycliff e to the front of 
no.1 Philpotts Walk to enable new electrical connection works to be undertaken. 
Th roughout the period of closure, a diversion will be available to pedestrian traffi  c 
on surrounding footpaths around Philpotts Walk. Th e maximum duration of the 
Order is 6 months. Th e proposed works are to commence from 8am on Monday 
2/9/2024 and are anticipated to be completed in 5 days. On occasions, alternative 
dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. 

Dated: 30/8/2024

Helen Bradley
Director of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham

Recently, Honorary Member of Rotary Newton Aycliffe, Roger Curtis 
and wife Sue, safely delivered our three Rotary Youth Leadership 
(RYLA) participants to camp in Baldersdale.
Pictured taking part are Sam and Laura with Roger and also Adam, 
who is captured in the photo sliding backwards down a Teesdale 
waterfall and then we see him as he prepares to ascend Goldsborough 
for the Shelterbox challenge.
Looks like they all had a great time and we look forward to their 
presentation in September at our club with more action photos.

Rotary RYLA -
Mission Accomplished

Just when you feel you are at a point of 
recovering from past events another tragedy 
struck me last week. A few months ago I sent 
a couple of my hedgehogs to Cockfield to be 
placed into soft release, that I understood was 
safe. This was not the case at all because 
a badger managed to rip the wire and got 
inside the soft release and killed a hog, it was 
merciless, horrific and extremely painful for the 
poor soul who couldn’t escape, one of mine, 
Autumn, managed to escape because she 
was a small female, a mere 600 grams. Bless 
her she hasn’t been seen since.
I have cried lots of tears recently for these 
poor souls and as I have explained in previous 
articles they don’t have it easy, in fact it’s quite 
distressing to see them poorly when I bring 
them into my home to care for them and hope 
I can save them from whatever they suffer 
from.
It’s hard enough what I do, I admit, diagnose, 
treat and rehabilitate so we can release back 
to the wild and we hope that they stay safe 
and explore, they clean your gardens of the 
nasties that kill your plants etc., but people put 
slug pellets down and pesticides, there really 
isn’t any need for it, your visiting hedgehog will 
do it free of charge and all they ask in return 
is some kitten biscuits and water which is 
cheaper than weed killers.
I have admitted quite a few in recent weeks 
and I am happy to say that they are all doing 
well, even little Angel (pictured) who fell down 
a drain, she is doing very nicely but she and 
a lot of others are too small to leave as yet, 
some may need overwintering including Belle 
from Bluebell Close, thanks Steph for bringing 
her in and also another tiny girl, I have named 
her Bubbles, she has come from a farm that 
has a badger presence in Darlington, she 
is too small to even be without her mum. 
I have advised her finder that she needs 
overwintering and re-releasing somewhere 
safer.
On a brighter note, I decided to try my first 
scratch card and it was a phenomenal 
success, I have even paid my vets bill. Thank 
you all for your support. I work to very high 
standards for these poor souls. Also, I have 
been invited to Defoe Court Nursing Home 
to talk about our prickly friends which I am 
looking forward to immensely.
I have six releases leaving the rescue, thank 
you Lesley, Steve, Pat and Fred for allowing 
them to leave captivity from your beautiful 
hedgehog friendly gardens.
If you see a hedgehog out in the day she 
is not ok, please ring the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society on 01584 899801. My 
Facebook page is Prickly Haven Hedgehog 
Hotel, email: pricklyhaven@yahoo.com

The Voice of Conscience
Jesus came to comfort the disturbed 

and disturb the comfort

Sounds of 60s
The Scout Centre on Bluebell Way, Newton 
Aycliffe are proud to present ‘Mally C’ and a 
‘Sounds of the 50s and 60s’ show on Saturday 
31st August, doors open at 7pm.
Entry on the door is £1.00 with bingo and 
tombola.

Vintage and 
Classic Cars
The Scout Centre on Bluebell Way, Newton 
Aycliffe in conjunction with the Northern 
Bygones Society bring to you a vintage and 
classic car show on Sunday 1st September 
from 10.00am to 3.00pm.
Entry is free and food will be available. For 
more information contact Paul on 07968 
367438.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519 •  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£79.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

K & L
Executi ve Travel

8 Seater Minibus
07873 771233
01325 304075

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

There’s a new shop now open on 
Beveridge Way in Aycliffe town 
centre, where you will find the

perfect gift for family and friends

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Although our Sports Day didn’t go exactly as we had hoped, we 
refused to let some rain and flooded fields deter us - we adapted by 
hosting an Indoor Sports Day.
The students of St. Francis’ school formed teams and engaged 
in various games throughout the school to accumulate points and 
compete for the Sports Day victory.
Their enthusiasm and teamwork shone brightly, every child gave their 
best, showcasing remarkable sportsmanship and camaraderie and 
the day was filled with laughter and cheers as students participated in 
events like shot put, zig-zag running, beanbag toss and basketball, to 
name a few. Staff joined in on the fun, encouraging the students and 
sometimes even participating in the games themselves.
The overall winners were the Red team - congratulations!
A special shout-out to the Green team for their amazing effort in the 
shot put and to the Blue team for their outstanding performance in the 
hockey game. The Yellow team also deserves recognition for their 
team spirit and effort.
In the end, it wasn’t just about winning or losing, it was about coming 
together as a school community and making the best out of a rainy 
day. The indoor sports day turned out to be a memorable and joyous 
occasion, reminding everyone that with a little creativity and a positive 
attitude, any challenge can be turned into an opportunity for fun and 
learning.
As the students and staff look forward to next year’s Sports Day, they 
carry with them the lessons of resilience, teamwork and the importance 
of embracing the unexpected with a smile. Here’s to many more 
fantastic Sports Days at St. Francis’ school.
Congratulations to the Red team, our champions.

St. Francis’ Sports Day School Aycliffe 
Community Association
We’re back after the Summer break!  
Our next coffee, cake and stuff will be held on 
Thursday 5th September from 11am to 2pm 
and our October session will be our annual 
Macmillan Cancer Support fundraising event.
If you would like to make a donation towards 
the Macmillan fundraising event (raffle/
tombola) a donation box, where items can 
be left will be available on Thursday 5th 
September - (timings to follow for Macmillan 
event).
Please contact a committee member to 
arrange collection if you are unable to attend 
and would like to make a donation.
Many thanks for all your support, and we look 
forward to seeing you all very soon.
Elizabeth & Chris
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Cockerton House   JE9 3LD notgnilraD ,daoR dnalkcuA tseW 11 ,
T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)

PAGE
SPONSOR

Rotary
NEWTON AYCLIFFE

Don’t leave your old unwanted
spectacles lying in a drawer . . .

donate them to Rotary
We will make sure they reach those in need

COLLECTION POINTS
The Big Club

John’s Mini Market (Neville Parade)
Sainsburys (Woodham)

Specsavers (Town Centre)
We do not require cases, thank you

SPECS APPEAL
St. Francis’ Junior School Prom 2024 will forever remain a cherished 
memory for the children and staff. Parents, carers, and staff watched 
with pride, capturing moments with their cameras.
The evening was spent learning circus skills with the amazing Emma 
and reflections on the unforgettable moments spent at St. Francis.
The crowning of the Prom King and Queen was a highlight, met with 
excitement and surprise. The chosen duo, radiating joy, received 
thunderous applause and cheers from their peers.
Congratulations to Kason and Amelia! 
As the night drew to a close, the strong sense of unity and camaraderie 
was unmistakable. Beyond a mere prom, it symbolised a celebration of 
friendship, progress and, the promising future awaiting each student.
The team at St. Francis’ is immensely proud of every child in Year 
6 and has cherished witnessing their remarkable growth into the 
individuals they are today. Keep dreaming big and shining brightly in 
everything you pursue.
Always remember, you will forever be part of the St. Francis’ Family.

St. Francis’ Prom

GCSE Success 
for Students 
GCSE pupils across County Durham are being 
congratulated after reaching a huge milestone.
Durham County Council has praised students 
receiving their results, with 62% of children 
across the county achieving the pass grade of 
four and above in English and Maths.  
Cllr Ted Henderson, Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for children and young people’s 
services, said: “Today is a momentous day for all 
students receiving their GCSE results and I would 
like to congratulate them all. Students should 
feel very proud, not just of their achievement but 
also of their hard work over the course of their 
GCSEs. 
“While nationally the pass rate has fallen for a 
third year, within County Durham we have seen 
the pass rate maintained from last year. This 
is testament to the hard work and commitment 
shown by our pupils.
“It can be disappointing for those who don’t get 
the results they hoped for, but it’s important to 
remember that there are lots of different paths 
to success. Here in County Durham, we have 
help and support available for everyone as they 
continue their journey into education, employment 
or training so please don’t feel disheartened.” 
Pupils can access a range of advice around 
apprenticeships, recruitment, and training for 16 
to 24-year-olds at www.durhamworks.info 
For more information about the council’s 
apprenticeship programmes and adult learning 
and employability courses visit:
www.durham.gov.uk/jobsandcareers 
Meanwhile, the mental health and wellbeing 
community Kooth is offering support to young 
people via its website www.kooth.com and social 
media channels, @KoothUK on Facebook or @
Kooth_UK on Instagram.
The charity Young Minds also offers support and 
guidance online: www.youngminds.org.uk

Greenfield Academy is thrilled to be sharing 
an upward trend of improvement in our exam 
results in 2024, reflecting the hard work and 
dedication of our children and staff. As a proud 
and ambitious school, we are committed to 
fostering an environment where every child 
has every opportunity to achieve their full 
potential. 
This continued improvement is a testament to 
our collective effort and determination to excel 
with over 130 of the grades awarded to the 
children at Grade 7 or higher.
The school became part of the Advanced 
Learning Partnership trust in September 2023 
and their positive support and guidance is 
already paying dividends for our children. A 
brand-new building next year and now an 
improving trend of academic excellence.
At Greenfield Academy, we believe in 
nurturing, not just academic excellence, but 
also kindness and character, ensuring our 
children are well-prepared for the future giving 
our children every chance of success.

Greenfield 2024 
Leavers Celebrate

Students at UTC 
South Durham are 
celebrating after 
receiving top grades 
in Level 3 and GCSE 
courses that have 
allowed many students 
to go to University and 
secure Degree Level 
Apprenticeships. 
This years A Level 
students achieved a 
98% pass rate, the 
highest rate ever since 
UTC opened in 2016. 
This success highlights 
the strength and depth 
of the tailored curriculum, designed to equip students with the skills and 
knowledge needed for both higher education and the world of work.
One Sixth Form student who secured a degree level apprenticeship 
was Alisha Paige-Leather who will start at Sellafield as an apprentice 
nuclear engineer. Two students have secured apprenticeships with 
companies they have worked with during their time at UTC. Edward 
Crumper (pictured) has been successful in securing an apprenticeship 
at DBS Fabrications and Luke Ibbertson has landed an apprenticeship 
at Husqvarna.
At the GCSE level, many students significantly exceeded their baseline 
assessments, demonstrating the substantial academic progress made 
whilst studying at UTC. As a result, a large number of students have 
chosen to continue their studies at UTC’s Sixth Form.
UTC is already full for Year 10 in September with a waiting list also in 
place for their pre apprenticeship course at Sixth Form. Enrolment is 
still open for students wanting to study A Levels or T Level Engineering.

UTC Students Celebrate 
Exam Results

Web: newtonaycliffedogtrainingclub@gmail.com



Newton News                                                                                                                         Page 5

Tel: 01325 300 605                  
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

LIFE IN A NEW TOWN 

The opening of the  
1000th new build house

Newton Aycliffe celebrated its 75th anniversary in June 2023.  
In 75 years the town has grown from little more than a muddy building  
site to the mature town we know today; and alongside that growth has 
developed a wealth of memories of growing up and living in the town.

NO MOBILE PHONES. NO i-PADS. NO WIFI. NO SOCIAL MEDIA. NO CREDIT 
OR DEBIT CARDS. NO DECIMAL CURRENCY. NO MICROWAVE COOKERS. NO 
AIR FRYERS. NO MCDONALDS! PLUS MANY OTHER THINGS WE TAKE FOR 
GRANTED TODAY.  SO WHAT WAS IT LIKE FOR A...

On Saturday, 7th September 2024 the ‘Life in a New Town’ will be launched 
on Beveridge Way, Aycliffe Town Centre by the Mayor of Great Aycliffe, 
Councillor John Clark, at 11.45am.  The display, filled with personal memories 
and photographs tells the story of the new town from its beginnings in those 
early years.

THERE ARE STREET ENTERTAINERS FROM 11.15AM AND A MUSIC STAGE 
WITH A VARIETY OF PERFORMERS FROM 12PM.  

PLUS... A STRIKING DISPLAY OF CLASSIC CARS AND VINTAGE BUSES!

THE STORY OF OUR HERITAGE NOT TO BE MISSED 

On the weekend of August 24th/25th Newton Aycliffe based kart racer 
Scarlet Whitaker Dunn attended Teesside Autodrome for round 6 of the 
Teesside Sprint Series.
She was racing in the highly competitive Honda Cadet 200cc class on 
what turned out to be a weekend of mixed weather conditions.
An unfortunate qualifying session left Scarlet with lots of work to do in 
her races, the last one particularly, meaning that she would start the 
final race of the day from an undesirable 19th place on the grid of the 
27 kart field.
Scarlet got off the start line well and displayed great race craft gaining 
six places before the chequered flag was dropped. She had also just 
got on to the back of the next pack of karts, so, further progress was 
likely had there been a few more laps.
“Whilst I enjoyed the weekend my favourite part was the finale, after 
suffering many discouraging setbacks throughout not just the weekend 
but the season, I managed to gain six places in the finale which 
brought a huge smile to my face,” said Scarlet.
“I was super impressed and very proud of Scarlet this weekend, 
showing great race craft and determination,” said Mam.
Bring on Round 7.
We would like to thank Amaron Racing, PHM (Peninsula Historic 
Motorsport), Grandad Ron and Rob Storey for their generous 
assistance and financial support making this possible. To support 
Scarlet in her journey please email: mail@amandawhitaker.com

Teesside Sprint Series

New College Durham (the largest education provider in County 
Durham) is celebrating the achievements of their T-Level, A-Level, 
and Vocational and Technical students as they receive their results 
recently. 
Alison Maynard, Deputy Principal at New College Durham, 
expressed pride in the students’ achievements, stating: “Today 
we are acknowledging the fantastic achievements of our students 
across the many different courses on offer. Many are reaping the 
rewards of their hard work and determination, and they should all 
be immensely proud of their accomplishments.”
Launched in 2022, T-Levels are technical-based qualifications, 
developed in collaboration with employers and businesses, with 
content that meets the needs of industry and prepares students for 
work, further training, or study. T Levels are two-year courses that 
can be studied by 16 to 18 year-olds after finishing their GCSEs.
T Level students have triumphed with 100% pass rate in Civil 
Engineering, Digital Production, Design and Development, Early 
Years Educator, Supporting Healthcare and Surveying and Design 
for Construction and the Built Environment with an impressive 
69% of students achieving the high grades of merit and distinction 
equivalent to three Bs or As at A-level.
The college is equally thrilled with the achievements of its A-Level 
and Vocational and Technical students too.
An impressive 97% of A-Level students passed their qualifications, 
with 35% achieving grades of B or above. In twelve subjects the 
pass rate was a spectacular 100%. 
For other vocational and technical qualifications, a superb 92% of 
students gained their qualification, this remarkable achievement 

Exam Success at New College Durham
rate bears testament to their hard work 
and commitment over the past two years. 
The future is undoubtedly bright for these 
accomplished students as they move on 
into either their chosen career or further 
academic studies.
Alison added, “New College Durham has 
earned a reputation for success. We offer 
a wide choice of subjects, expert teaching 
and individual help and support for 
students looking to progress to university, 
apprenticeship or employment.
I’m sure that the students would join with 
me in taking this opportunity to thank our dedicated staff whose unwavering support has, 
in many ways, been instrumental in their success. Witnessing these triumphs and the joy 
they bring is a source of immense pride for everyone here at New College Durham.”
2024 has been a remarkable year for New College Durham. It was awarded Beacon 
status from the Association of Colleges for its engagement with employers and last month 
was named Larger Business of the Year by North East Chamber of Commerce and 
also received the award of North East Training Provider of the Year for Apprenticeships. 
The recent results have ended the academic year on an exceptional high for everyone 
involved.
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Why not join our mailing list?
Receive your copy of the

NEWTON NEWS
direct to your email inbox.

To receive your copy, simply email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

to be added to the weekly mailing list

JOIN OUR TRIBE
SUBSCRIBE

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

Bespoke furniture makers based in 
Newton Aycliffe. 

Designed, Manufactured and Installed. 
Residential and Commercial. 

Handmade kitchens, Wardrobes, Alcove shelving, 
Dining tables, Sideboards, Benches, Bars, Bookcases, 

Reception desks and more! 

Find us on Instagram @howarthbespoke 
to see our work.  

Adam@howarthbespoke.co.uk     07930395533 

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address

“Earn some Pocket Money”
SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

CREATIV
E

GRAPHIC

DESIG
N

Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 
André has over 35 years experience in denture design

formerly 
R.A. Taylor’s

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF
Telephone: 01388 721284

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

HALL FOR HIRE
School Aycliffe Community Centre

Large hall (high ceiling), meeting room, Wi-Fi,
private off road car park, kitchen facilities,
accessible toilets, baby changing facilities

and a lovely enclosed outside area.

For further information please contact
Zanna Bewick on 07929 916725

Saturday 24th August
Newton Aycliffe 4
v Ossett United 1

 Monday 26th August
Bishop Auckland 2
v Newton Aycliffe 2

 
Newton Aycliffe took four 
points from six over the 
Bank Holiday weekend. On 
Saturday Aycliffe recorded 
an emphatic 4-1 win over 
Ossett United with a fine 
team display at Moore Lane. 
However, it was the visitors 
who took the lead first in just 
seven minutes.
Aycliffe came back into 
the game and earned an 
equaliser on 38 minutes when 
an Ethan Wood pass found Cole Kiernan who curled the ball passed 
the keeper
The second half started slowly but Aycliffe once again took the 
momentum. The 68th minute saw a Wayne Whitfield shot parried by 
Hughes, but Dale Elgie was on hand to promptly tap the ball home. 
Two further goals, from Jake Petitjean in the 82nd minute and Cieran 
Jackson in the 96th minute gave Aycliffe the points.
With a hectic Bank Holiday schedule Aycliffe made the short trip to 
Bishop Auckland on Monday. Once again they conceded an early goal 
but fought back. Just before half-time Liam Adamson’s run on goal was 
ended when he was brought down by the home keeper. Jake Petitjean 
slotted home the resulting penalty making it all square at the break.
Aycliffe had some good chances in the second half and it was again 
Petitjean who found the net heading home a Joe Ferguson cross in the 
54th minute.
Bishop equalised with just two minutes remaining and although both 
sides had further chances the game finished 2-2. Aycliffe’s attention 
now turns to cup football with a trip to Bamber Bridge on Saturday 
31st August in the Emirates FA Cup followed by another away day on 
Saturday 7th September to Vauxhall Motors in the Isuzu FA Trophy.
Photo by Yvonne Wood, Ryan Lincoln Barrow on the attack against 
Ossett United. Match report by Ryan Livingston.

N.A.F.C. REPORT

Dear Sir,
There are a number of van drivers that are not 
derived from cars, such as Transit / Luton size 
vans, who are either not aware of the speed 
limits or, more likely, just don’t care.
A lot of drivers who break these speed limits 
drive company vehicles, with their company 
names on them, not good advertising!
Van drivers be aware of your speed limits and 
take more care:
Name and address supplied

Know Your Limit Thank You
Dear Sir,
About 8.00pm on Friday 23rd August, I had 
parked in the car park opposite the entrance 
to the Phoenix Club, I then had a fall on the 
footpath injuring my arms and knees.
I suffer from chronic obstructed pulmonary 
disease and was having difficulty in getting 
up. Two young men in a white or cream car 
stopped and helped me to get up. They were 
both quite attentive and their assistance was 
gratefully appreciated.
Unfortunately, I did not get their details.
Tracy from the Phoenix Club also came and 
helped me inside where Lindsey dressed 
grazes on my arm.
I would to thank both the young men and the 
ladies for their help.
John Malcolm
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BEWICK CRESCENT SURGERY

SATURDAY
WALK-IN CLINICS

Saturday 28th September
8.30am-12.30pm

Over 65 walk-in clinic
Saturday 5th October

8.30am-12.30pm
Ages 18-64 walk-in clinic
Saturday 12th October

8.30am-12.30pm
Any age walk-in clinic

We also have bookable appointments from Monday 
to Friday, starting at the end of September. Please 
ring the surgery regarding booking one of these 
appointments from 1st September onwards.

Thank you,
GP Partners of Bewick Crescent Surgery.

FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024
ROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-9PMROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-9PM

Tickets: £15 Under 16s, £10 16 & Over (+50p booking fee per ti cket)
(All who att end require a ti cket, under 16s MUST be accompanied)

Available online only from:
www.aycliff eradio.co.uk/ti ckets

FAMILYFAMILY

HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULARSPOOKTACULAR

Scare Walk & Surprises . . .
Halloween Theme Disco
Trampoline Session
Halloween Treats for all children
(supplied by Shake ‘n’ Cake)
Prizes for best Fancy Dress
Bar and Refreshments
Dare you try the ‘Drop Zone’?
(Additi onal cost for Drop Zone entry)

Raffl  e in aid of Sisters of Support

HALLOWEEN
PARTY

Gambling Survey 
Highlights Needs
Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen has 
renewed her calls for more effective treatment 
for offenders with gambling addictions on the 
back of a major new survey.
The Gambling Survey for Great Britain, 
launched by the Gambling Commission, 
provides an unprecedented insight into 
gambling participation rates across the UK, 
the experiences and reasons for gambling and 
the consequences on people’s lives and those 
closest to them.
It found that half of the survey’s 10,000 
participants had taken part in some form of 
gambling in the previous month, and that 2.5 
per cent had struggled with problem gambling. 
Furthermore, more than one in 40 who had 
gambled in the last year had experienced 
severe harm to their life such as turning to 
crime to finance gambling.
As the Association of Police and Crime 
Commissioners’ (APCC) Joint Addictions 
Lead, the PCC has fought vigorously for 
tougher regulation of the industry to hold the 
sector to account for the consequences of 
gambling harm, including lobbying for improved 
betting rules to protect problem gamblers 
and safeguard children from being drawn into 
gambling addiction.
She has also spearheaded sweeping local 
reforms in Durham which saw the force 
become the first in the country to sign up to 
the Gambling Charter. This agreement set 
out the Constabulary’s commitment to work 
collaboratively to tackle gambling harm in the 
workplace and wider community. 
Commissioner Allen said: “The evidence from 
this survey reinforces previous research that 
for a small minority of people, gambling is a 
source of significant harm to both themselves, 
and others.
“It is imperative we take proactive action, 
rather than reacting to these problems once 
they become out of control and harm our 
wider communities. This means doing more 
to identify, assess and refer offenders with 
gambling problems into treatment and other 
support services and rolling out increased 
protections across the industry to minimise the 
risk of vulnerable people, including children, 
developing gambling problems in the first 
place.”

Newton Aycliffe kicked off their pre-season 
campaign with a hard-fought match against 
Richmondshire, ultimately falling 46-12 in a 
game that was much closer than the scoreline 
suggests.
The match, played on a sunny afternoon, saw 
Aycliffe start strongly. Just thirteen minutes 
in, Josh Dewhurst, sponsored by Cal’s Car 
Valets, crossed the whitewash to put the 
visitors ahead 5-0. This early momentum 
carried Aycliffe through the first quarter, as 
they maintained their lead going into the 
break.
However, Richmondshire found their footing 
in the second quarter. By half time, the home 
side had turned the tables, leading 12-5. 
Despite the setback, Aycliffe showed resilience 
and determination as they entered the second 
half.
Fourteen minutes into the third quarter, 
Aycliffe’s captain, Jason Mclean, sponsored by 
Multi Surface Fabrications, demonstrated why 
he wears the armband. Mclean powered over 
for a try, which was duly converted by Brad 
Beaumont, sponsored by Lewis Hill - Mortgage 
and Protection Adviser, bringing the score to a 
tantalising 17-12 in Richmondshire’s favour.
As the match wore on, Richmondshire’s 
deeper bench began to tell. Fresh legs and 
some inspired Fijian flair in their ranks allowed 
the home side to exploit gaps in a tiring 
Aycliffe defence. The final score of 46-12 to 
Richmondshire doesn’t reflect the competitive 
nature of much of the game.
Despite the loss, Aycliffe’s performance was 
full of positives. The team showcased solid 
defence for long periods and displayed flashes 
of exciting, expansive rugby that bodes well for 
the season ahead. Every player who donned 
the Aycliffe shirt gave their all, showing a 
spirit and determination that left supporters 
optimistic for future fixtures.
Jason Mclean, was named Man of the Match 
for his captain’s performance. Mclean led from 
the front with strong carries, neat offloads, and 
that crucial try when the team needed a lift.
The electric post-match atmosphere in the 
Aycliffe camp was a testament to the team’s 
spirit and potential. There was a palpable 
sense that this match, despite the result, was 
a solid foundation upon which to build their 
season.
Aycliffe extends their respect and good wishes 
to Richmondshire for the season ahead, 
acknowledging a well-played game between 
two teams with mutual respect.
The squad now looks forward to preparing for 
their next pre-season clash against Jarrow. If 
this opening fixture is anything to go by, rugby 
fans in the area are in for an exciting season 
of rugby from Newton Aycliffe RUFC.

Newton 
Aycliffe RUFC
Show Promise
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MP’s UpdateMP’s Update

E: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

MADE YOU LOOK . . .
Are you aware that the Newton News reaches over

15,000 homes in the Newton Aycliffe area every week?

We are keen to work with you to promote your business to local residents.
Advice on design, layout and working within your budget to get the best results.

Advertising rates starting from £12.00 per week

For more information contact Paul:
Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk   ~   Telephone: 01325 300212

Want to know all the latest 
local news, visit our website

www.newtonnews.co.uk
or join our subscription list 

email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

During my election campaign I promised to hold regular advice 
surgeries if I was elected. I’ll be kicking off a busy schedule of regular 
surgeries from the beginning of September and will publish the dates 
each month for my surgeries in the weeks ahead. 
My team and I have been working hard to find venues across the new 
constituency. I’ll be constantly rotating the locations of surgeries to 
make sure I reach all of the communities across the area I represent. 
Each month the list of surgery locations will be slightly different.
How my advice surgeries can help you?
It’s really important that as your Member of Parliament I’m here for 
residents who need my help. Holding advice surgeries is one of 
the ways I’ll be doing that. For many residents facing problems or 
needing advice, my team and I can quickly pick up your issues with 
organisations by phone or email. But if you’re facing a complex issue 
that’s hard to set out in writing, something sensitive you’d rather 
discuss in person, or you don’t use email, then an advice surgery might 
be a good way for you to raise your case with me. 
Once we’ve met at one of my surgeries, my staff and I will pick up your 
issues with the relevant authorities to see what can be done.
Dates for September advice surgeries:
•	 6th September, 4-6pm, Ferryhill
•	 13th September, 10am-12noon, Spennymoor
•	 13th September, 4-6pm, Coxhoe
•	 20th September, 1-3pm, Newton Aycliffe
•	 20th September, 4-6pm, Sedgefield
•	 27th September, 4-6pm, Trimdon Village
How to book an appointment
To meet me at one of my surgeries, you’ll need to book an 
appointment. If you’re interested in booking a slot, please email me on: 
alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk - If you don’t use email, you can call 
the Parliament switchboard on 020 7219 3000 and leave a message, 
which they will pass to me. Once my constituency office is fully set up, I 
will be able to provide a direct phone line to my team.
There’s a strict convention that Members of Parliament only take up 
cases from residents living in their constituency, so please make sure 
to include your name and address in the email. 
There’s likely to be high demand for slots at my surgeries, so I will 
prioritise residents facing urgent problems or complex issues that 
most benefit from an in-person chat. Residents who are booked in for 
a meeting will be sent a time slot and the address of the venue being 
used for the surgery.
If my surgery appointments are oversubscribed, or the dates and times 
aren’t convenient for you, don’t worry. There are lots of ways I can help. 
For residents who can’t make a surgery, my team and I can provide 
help by phone, email, video call or a meeting at another time.  
Safety and security
Unfortunately, these days, Members of Parliament do have to take 
safety and security into account when organising surgeries. Security 
measures will be in place at surgeries to ensure the safety of residents, 
myself and my team.
Alan Strickland MP
Member of Parliament for Newton Aycliffe & Spennymoor

Data from the Home Office reveals a significant 
decline in fire incidents at non-domestic buildings in 
County Durham. Between 2019 and 2023, fire and 
rescue services attended 513 incidents, representing 
a 15% decrease from the previous five years.
The decline underscores the effectiveness of the 
work that County Durham and Darlington Fire 
and Rescue does with local organisations to raise 
awareness about fire safety practices. Coupled with 
the introduction of new regulations – such as the 
October 2023 update to the Home Office’s fire safety 
reform programme, which mandates comprehensive 
fire risk assessments for all businesses – this 
demonstrates the impact of proactive measures.
Ansvar, an expert provider of insurance for the 
charity, care, not-for-profit, and faith sectors, is emphasising the importance of continued 
vigilance.
Adam Tier, Head of Underwriting at Ansvar, commented: “The decrease in fire incidents across 
County Durham extremely positive news and highlights the impact that greater awareness and 
regulation reforms can have, particularly for protecting smaller businesses and organisations 
in the non-profit sectors, where operational continuity is paramount. Unlike large commercial 
companies, who may operate across multiple locations or have an ability to utilise hybrid 
working, many charities and not-for-profit groups cannot continue to function if their premises 
are rendered unusable due to fire.”
Adam Tier continued: “Organisations can take obvious steps like ensuring all areas are 
equipped with fire alarms and smoke detectors, conducting regular risk assessments, and 
providing fire safety training to staff and volunteers. However, there are also less obvious 
measures that can significantly enhance preparedness and resilience against fire incidents. We 
are encouraging organisations to incorporate these into their fire safety plans for comprehensive 
protection.”
While preventative measures are crucial,” Adam Tier added, “specialist insurance tailored to the 
unique needs of the not-for-profit sector can provide essential protection in the event of a fire. 
This helps ensure organisations can recover quickly and continue their important work within 
the community.”
Ansvar is part of the Benefact Group, a charity-owned specialist financial services organisation. 
The Benefact Group is the UK’s third-largest corporate donor, underscoring Ansvar’s dedication 
to supporting the wider charitable community.

Vigilance Urged as Records 
Decline in Fire Incidents
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

For all your print 
requirements

Newton Press 
300212

In Memoriam

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

Sudoku
  5   7

 6      3 1 4

  3 9    8

     6    1

  8  5  4  6

 5    3

   5 9   1 4

 7 9 6      3

     2   7

PUZZLE CORNER

Hairdressing

LYNN'S MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING

Over 25 years experience. 
For a friendly, 

reliable service 
call Lynn on

07904 219997 

Obituary

Mrs Pamela Joyce 
Rawlinson

(nee Whalen - 
Atkinson)

Died 5th October 23
You fell asleep and 
angels came, the 
Lord looked down 
and called your 
name, now Heaven 
has its brightest star 
and in our thoughts 
you are never far.
Lots of love, Ken, 
Louise and Andrew 
xxx

Ronald Cross
(Ronnie)

2nd March 1930 - 14th August 2024
Died peacefully, but suddenly, in hospital, aged 
94.
Much loved Husband of the late Doreen; special 
Dad to Marjorie and Dave; Father-in-Law of 
Brian and Joy; Grandad of Mark, Edwin, Kerry 
and Justine; Great Grandad of Frankie; Brother 
of Pat and friend of many.
He will be greatly missed.
Funeral will be held at Wear Valley Crematorium 
on Wednesday 4th September at 10.30am.
Family flowers only, donations in lieu, to St. 
John’s Ambulance and The Great North Air 
Ambulance.
The family would be pleased if anyone who 
cannot attend the service could join them for a 
celebration of Ronnie’s life at the Phoenix Club 
afterwards.

Eunice Waggott

Peacefully, after a 
long illness, aged 85.  
Much loved Mother 
to Jane and beloved 
Grandmother to 
Matthew and Kate.
Teacher at Ferryhill 
Station, Vane Road 
and Shildon County 
Junior School.
Will family and 
friends please meet 
for a service at St. 
Elizabeth’s Church, 
Newton Aycliffe 
on Monday 9th 
September at 10.45 
am to be followed by 
cremation at Wear 
Valley Crematorium.
Everyone is welcome 
to attend. Family 
flowers only please, 
donations in lieu, 
may be made to the 
church.

Autos For Sale

Six Berth Eldiss Auto Stratus Motorhome

Sadly selling as my wife would like a smaller 
van. We have had 13 years of carefree motoring 
apart from two punctures. This van has been 
to the continent, Ireland, Scotland, Wales and 
Cornwall.
The van does have some service history and has 
a solar panel, awning, recent full upholstery and 
recent new roof. Full MoT, recent service.
Realistically priced to sell £15,995.
Mileage 64,000 contact Derek, Bishop Auckland 
Telephone 07355 802381

Acknowledgement

Tommy Johnson

We, the Family of the late Tommy Johnson would 
like to sincerely thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind words of support and 
comfort, cards and flowers and to the many who 
attended the remarkable celebration of the life of 
our beloved Dad and Grandad.
Following out the wishes of Tommy, heartfelt 
thanks from him and us to: Bryan Shepherd 
and colleagues of Whitehouse Funeral Service 
for their professionalism, Reverend Colin Jay 
who addressed the service with such care and 
attention, Newton Press, Petals Florist and 
Woodham Golf Club.
Much appreciation to those within the NHS 
service who over the last couple of years attended 
to Tommy’s needs especially the Ambulance 
Crews, DMH, District Nurses, Podiatrists, 
Medequip, Bewick Crescent Surgery, Pharmacy 
and also Alisdair and his staff from The Village 
Pharmacy who served our Dad for many years.  
Finally, grateful thanks for your kind generosity 
of donations for the Dogs Trust at Sadberge, 
a place that was very close to our Dad and 
Grandad’s heart.
Gone, but will never be forgotten x

Sheila Allen

The family of the late Sheila Allen would like 
to express their sincere and heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who sent cards, flowers, messages 
of love and support after the sad passing of our 
Mam.
Special thanks must be given to the Co-op 
Funeral Care Service for their gentle and 
dignified care of our Mam, Jubilee Medical 
Centre, Defoe Court Care Home, Lea’s  flowers 
for the beautiful floral tributes and everyone who 
attended her church service with special thanks 
to Revds Colin and Sarah Jay, who spoke so 
fondly of Sheila, making us so incredibly proud to 
have had her as our Mam.
RIP Mam xxx

A glittering experience is set to arrive in the 
North East this autumn as Raby Castle, Park 
and Gardens launches an extravaganza of 
light, music and storytelling.
The Glittering North will be a celebration of the 
region’s Norse and Viking heritage, weaving 
together tales of folklore and myth, with live 
music, dance and captivating puppetry which 
comes alive after dark. 
The event promises to be a carnival of raucous 
and fun-filled adventure served with copious 
amounts of hot chocolate and marshmallows, 
bringing a smile to the faces of young and old 
alike. 
The energetic performances brought to life 
by the rural Cheshire-based company Wild 
Rumpus will be woven through the grounds of 
Raby Castle in a light-filled trail of stories and 
performance that has something for every age 
group to enjoy – from foot-stomping folk music 
set within enchanting spaces, to captivating 
tales of adventure, myths and legends. 
Visitors can explore this unique experience 
at their own pace, getting up close to the 

A Glittering Event at Raby Castle
characters of The 
Glittering North as 
they weave through 
the immersive 
gardens and towering 
heritage buildings.
Sophie Brown, sales 
and events manager 
at Raby Estate said: 
“We wanted to do 
something very 
different this autumn 
following the opening 
of the wonderful 
event spaces at Raby 
Castle. As winter 
approaches and the nights draw in, The Glittering North launches 
the most magical of seasons and will appeal to a wide audience who 
want to press pause for a while and step into another world of folklore, 
fantasy and enchantment.  
“Focusing on art and culture and its connection with nature, The 
Glittering North is a one-of-a-kind event that has been designed by 
Wild Rumpus specifically to compliment the incredible new spaces 
and fascinating history we have here at Raby Castle, with stunning 
illuminations to enchant and delight. 
“There isn’t anywhere else in the North East where amazing puppetry 
and a trail of mesmerising light art can be enjoyed on this scale and we 
can’t wait to welcome visitors to this very special event and watch them 
become captivated and spellbound at the glittering north.”
Visitors can step into the Glittering North at Raby Castle, Park and 
Gardens on the 
12th, 13th, 19th, 
20th, 26th, 27th, 
30th, 31st October 
and the 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
November. Tickets will 
be released later this 
month and cost £20 
for adults and £13 for 
children.
For further information 
and to book tickets, 
please visit: www.
raby.co.uk/events/the-
glittering-north

Hub AGM
The Hub of Wishes 
Annual General 
Meeting will take 
place on Thursday 
12th September at 
1.00pm.
The AGM will be held 
at 10-11 Silverdale 
Place, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 7DZ.
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith
For all your 

Wedding 
Stationery  

contact

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

HANDYMAN
available for small 

house jobs
(retired builder)

Tel: 07717 822021

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Gardening

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired
07519 376870

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595
CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Aerial Installations

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039
01325 308349

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

• All aspects of plumbing
 work undertaken.
• Complete bathroom
 installation.
• Kitchen installation with
 bespoke application on
 request.
• Tiling service.
• Free design, advice
 and estimates.
• Supply & fit wood
  flooring

07471 195418
reineint@outlook.com

BATHROOMS
REMODELED

Discounts / Fitted

Wardobes

Contact Len Cox
07948 157273

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455PaperLadies

Decorating Service
Painting - Paper Hanging
Colour Advice - Coving

Interior & Exterior
Handyman Work
Tidy and Effi cient

Free Estimates
Friendly & Affordable
20 years experience

Contact Rachel or Stephen
01325 495592
07986 569466

E: petchy2@btinternet.com

WASPSWASPS

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

Think you may have a wasp nest?

Call PESTGUARD Today
Fully Licensed & Insured

40+ years trading
throughout the North East

Pest Control

McNeal
Plumbing & Heating

Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Installation
New Heating Systems & Plumbing Work

•  Friendly Family Run Reliable Business  •
Free Quotes, Clean & Tidy

Andrew: 07944 090 538
Nicki: 07736 040 911
Amber: 07903 042236

SHOWERSSHOWERS
Electric shower repairs
No call out - Free est.

Easifl ow Showers

Call Billy
07984 181593

24 hours - Est. 1978

AJ • PATIOS
• BIFOLDS
• WINDOWS
• SHOP FRONTS
• CURTAIN WALLING

Aluminium
Limited

Unit 4D, Dean & Chapter Industrial Estate
Ferryhill, DL17 8LN

Telephone: 01740 656 381
Website: www.ajaluminium.co.uk
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Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen has taken ownership of 
the keys to the new state-of-the-art Durham Investigative Hub from 
lead developer Tilbury Douglas, marking an important milestone in the 
project’s progress.
The building, which represents the largest investment ever undertaken 
by the PCC and the Constabulary, will replace the force’s ageing 
custody facilities and provides a new home for an array of investigative 
and forensic capabilities to improve evidence gathering and secure 
more convictions for victims of crime.
Developed on land near Spennymoor, the new two-storey Hub provides 
more than 6,600m2 of modern accommodation including 48 custody 
cells, office space, interview rooms and Crime Scene Investigation 
(CSI) provision. It also houses evidence stores, virtual courts, CCTV, 
an energy centre, medical facilities and forensic examination rooms.
The investment will transform the operational capability of Durham 
Constabulary and dramatically improve the wellbeing and safety of 
officers and staff, and their working conditions, while also enhancing 
the safety of prisoners, Crime Scene Investigation capability and the 
handling of evidence.
Work will now continue to fit out the extensive accommodation ahead 
of staff and officers moving in which will start later in the year.
Commissioner Allen said: “This is a proud moment for everyone 
who has contributed to this ambitious project. It marks the start of an 
exciting period in our history and is warmly welcomed by the workforce.
“These advanced facilities will have a far-reaching impact on our ability 
to effectively investigate crime and secure justice for victims of crime. 
They will also greatly improve the safety of detainees and over the 
longer term deliver operational efficiencies to be reinvested in frontline 
policing.
“Our police officers and staff work relentlessly to keep the communities 
of County Durham and Darlington safe. It is important to me that they 
work in an environment that is fit for purpose and conducive to their 
wellbeing and needs, while also equipped with the technology and 
tools they need to do a good job.”
The project has been intentionally designed to improve local 
opportunities, life chances and wellbeing for local people.
The PCC, who is the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners’ 
(APCC) Joint Lead for Environment and Sustainability, took the 
decision to include social value principles in procurement tenders to 
encourage successful bidders to award goods and service contracts to 
organisations based in County Durham and Darlington and the North 
East region. The PCC is delighted to have secured total social value 
exceeding £25 million including exceeding targets for employability, 
responsible business, wellbeing, environment and improvement 
categories.
The development has seen Durham Constabulary become the first 
in the country to utilise Blue Light Commercial Social Value toolkit. 
The toolkit was designed to help current and future suppliers of police 
forces across the country develop their own social value action plans.
The hub will centralise the force’s existing custody facilities with 
existing suites in Darlington and Durham City closing and Peterlee 
custody suite retained as a contingency measure.
The new building will facilitate 24/7 cover by medical staff which cannot 
currently be achieved across three sites. This will greatly reduce the 
number of police hours currently lost by transporting detainees to 
hospital and waiting in A&E for hundreds of hours a year, instead of 
being on the streets, catching criminals.
It will also allow the force to more effectively monitor and maintain the 
safety of prisoners while they remain in custody. 

PCC Celebrates 
Handover Day

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 497079
Mobile:  07769 903173

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning

Roof Cleaning & Maintenance,
Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied
Family Run Business

www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk
Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

A £100m project to deliver hundreds of 
new council houses across County Durham 
has taken a major step forward, with the 
appointment of a delivery partner.
Durham County Council is planning to 
provide 500 properties, a mix of bungalows 
and houses that will be truly affordable and 
let on secure tenancies, and has appointed 
Bishop Auckland company T. Manners to 
help deliver them.
Cllr James Rowlandson, the council’s 
Cabinet member for resources, investments 

£100m Plan for 500 Council 
Houses Takes Step Forward

and assets, said: “We are in the midst 
of a national housing crisis. Not enough 
properties are being built to meet demand 
- including the need for affordable housing - 
and many families are struggling financially 
in the wake of the recent spikes in inflation 
and interest rates. County Durham is no 
different to the rest of the country in that 
regard and that is why we have taken up 
the government’s invitation for councils to 
address the shortage.
“We are looking to deliver 500 properties 
across County Durham, with a mix of 
bungalows and houses, for the benefit of 
local people and those in housing need. 
This programme will see an investment in 
the county of around £100m - a significant 
boost for our economy. It will protect 
existing jobs and create new jobs in the 
construction industry, and associated supply 
chain.
“In keeping with our County Durham 
Pound project, the ability to drive long-
term social, economic and environmental 
benefits, or social value, is fundamentally 
important to us. It’s great therefore to be 
working in partnership with a locally owned 
family business to deliver this ambitious 
programme, which will make a significant 
difference to those in housing need across 
the county.
“We look forward to announcing more 
details of this exciting programme as the 
sites we are planning to develop progress.”
The council disposed of its housing stock 
in 2015 to County Durham Housing Group, 
now Believe housing. In recent times, 
the number of affordable properties built 
in County Durham has not matched the 
identified need - 836 houses per year. In the 
five years between 2017/18 and 2021/22, 
the number of new affordable properties 
delivered (2,647) was 36.7 per cent below 
the number needed (4,180). The council’s 
new programme will see houses built mainly 
on land already in the authority’s ownership.



www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories
• Porches • Door Canopies
We also complete all aspects
of repair work on: 
• Misted Units • Broken Locks

* Now Selling Garage Doors
For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Newton Press, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS and printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, sponsored by Franks the Flooring 
Store, were well beaten by eight wickets away at Marton 2nd 
XI in the NYSD second division. Choosing to bat first, Aycliffe 
were handily placed at 125 for 4 and looked set for a promising 
total thanks to an excellent innings by Chris Palmer (sponsored 
by AccScents Aromas), who top scored with 54 off 103 balls, 
including eight boundaries with other useful contributions 
coming from the Dearden brothers, 15 year old Will (25 off 
57 balls) and 17 year old Tom (23 off 53 balls). Aycliffe then 
suffered a familiar collapse losing their last six wickets for just 
12 runs to finish on 137 all out after 45.4 overs. In reply, the 
homeside coasted to a comfortable victory after 25.1 overs 
with captain James Layfield-Carroll taking the only two Marton 
wickets to fall. With only three games to go, Aycliffe now seem 
certain to be relegated to division three after 11 seasons in 
division two.
The club’s second team put in a terrific performance at home to 
top of the table Rockliffe Park 2nd XI in the NYSD 4th division 
and had to be satisfied with a draw after falling just nine runs 
short of producing the biggest upset of the day. Aycliffe chose 
to bowl first and restricted the visitors to 157 for 4 from their 
allotted 40 overs with Leo Mercy (2 for 42), Leon Patel (1 for 25) and Matty Greaves (1 for 31) 
sharing the wickets. In reply, Aycliffe got off to a good start thanks to opener Patrick Howe, who 
hit his second consecutive half century, finishing with an excellent 66 from 97 balls, including 
nine boundaries and Leo Mercy, who supported him well scoring 27 off 77 balls. With the 
chance of victory in their sights, Aycliffe upped the tempo and despite a run a ball 13 by Matty 
Greaves, a robust 21 from 22 balls by Adam Shaw and an unbeaten 12 off 21 balls by Leon 
Patel, Aycliffe’s innings eventually closed on 149 for 5 after their allotted 40 overs. 
The results from Saturday’s games meant that the 2nd team again played the team at the 
top of the table in their game on Bank Holiday Monday when they hosted new league leaders 
Billingham Synthonia 2nd XI in a real hum-
dinger of a game. The visitors chose to bat 
first and were dismissed for just 111 after 32.5 
overs thanks to some excellent bowling by 
Ramzan Hussain (3 for 26), Matty Greaves 
(2 for 13) and Jai Sander (2 for 22). In reply, 
Aycliffe got off to a good start with opener 
Patrick Howe continuing his good form with 29 
off 50 balls taking his side to 47 for 1. Aycliffe 
then lost four wickets for 14 runs before 
captain Dan Weldon smashed 20 off 22 balls 
to put his side back in the game at 85 for 5 
and needing only 28 to win. Leon Patel batted 
superbly and held the innings together but in 
an incredibly tense finale, he was the last man 
out for a gallant 15 off 42 balls as Aycliffe fell 
to an agonising defeat by just one run. Despite 
losing by the narrowest of margins, it was an 
outstanding performance by the 2nd team 
against the division’s top team, especially as 
all 11 players in the Aycliffe team had uniquely 
all come through the club’s junior set up.
Aycliffe’s U11’s were well beaten by 155 runs 
in a one sided game away at Northallerton in 
their final game of the season in the NYACC 
League. Nine year old captain Harvey Palmer, 
again emerged with credit after a good all 
round display, firstly taking 2 for 28 with the 
ball and then top scoring with 10 runs off 14 
balls in the Aycliffe innings. 
Photo: Leon Patel holding on to a catch for the 
2nd team.

Aycliffe Cricket ClubAycliffe Cricket Club
Scoreboard ReportScoreboard Report

A growing number of parents are considering homeschooling their 
children to avoid the daily grind of the morning routine and school run.
New research reveals that a staggering 77% of parents find school 
mornings stressful, and almost half (48%) often don’t feel like good 
parents during the morning rush. 
This is contributing to almost a quarter (23%) of parents considering 
homeschooling their child permanently to escape the madness, 
according to the research carried out by MyNametags.com. 
And it seems they’re not alone. Figures from the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) show a dramatic increase in homeschooling over the 
last two years, with numbers soaring by 11,100 year-on-year between 
the 2022 and 2023 academic years. With Google Trends data also 
showing a rise in the number of parents researching home educating 
over the past decade, it’s clear that homeschooling is becoming an 
increasingly popular choice for families across the UK.
“Our work is centred around making parents’ lives easier, so we’re 
always interested in exploring the pressures facing modern families. 
Our research highlights the significant stress the morning routine 
can cause and, as a parent myself, I understand the feeling first-
hand,” says Lars B Andersen, Managing Director at MyNametags.
com - “While homeschooling won’t be the right fit for every family, it’s 
interesting to see parents exploring alternative educational options to 
ease the pressure of the school routine.”

Homeschooling on the Rise


