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ACORN Petting Zoo in Newton Aycliffe Town 
Centre was a huge success on Saturday 
despite a light rain threatening to curtail the 
event. The good people of Newton Aycliffe and 
beyond turned out to support this spectacular 
free show which entertained everyone who 
braved the English summer weather.
From little boys and girls to parents and 
grandparents everyone seemed fascinated 
with the variety of animals and reptiles on 
show, including Spotty Dog and Sid the 
Squirrel posing for photographs. Primarily the 
aim of the event is to give children a good day 
out, with a family feel and an opportunity to 
have a hands-on relationship with animals, 
from rabbits to donkeys and all kinds of 
reptiles and insects. With no charge for 
face painting and balloon modelling parents 
were happy to queue, and the children were 
delighted with their spoils.
Retailers reported an increase in takings and 
interest, particularly in food and drink offers. 
The event has been popular every year since 
the beginning of the ACORN group some 
thirteen years ago.
Sadly, this must be our last event due to 
funding difficulties, ageing volunteers and 
changes in legislation. We will miss this event 
greatly as I feel sure many members of the 
public will too. We will, however, continue to 
organise coach trips and meetings for the 
foreseeable future.
I must thank all who have supported the event 
over the years from our Town Centre Manager, 
Trevor Gyllenspetz, Paul Howarth and Aycliffe 
Radio for their support with background music 
and promotion through the Newton News. The 
petting zoos themselves, everyone is a star, 
Women’s Institute for providing home-made 
delicacies, Grace Greyhound Rescue, Prickly 
Haven and Sisters of Support for braving 
the inclement weather. Town Centre shops 
for their encouragement and advertising, 
Newton Aycliffe Residents - who, without their 
presence we wouldn’t have an event.
Finally, thank you to ACORN committee who 
put in lots of hard work behind the scenes 
to ensure this event goes ahead without a 
hitch, especially Keith who coordinates with 
all the petting zoos, Jen, Betty, Elaine, Alison, 
Rebeka and Jillian who man the Tombola and 
answer queries on the day.
Time for a new challenge, who knows what 
lies ahead?
Ken Robson
Chair, ACORN Community Association.

ACORN Petting Zoo Bow Out On A High
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Woodham Academy’s football teams have had 
another competitive year of school fixtures. We 
currently have teams representing every year 
group, for both boys and girls, and our Football 
Academy sessions are very well attended. 
The stand out team of the season has been 
Year 10, who have won the Bishop Auckland 
Schools FA League title, League Cup and Ben 
Potts Memorial Shield, completing the treble of 
trophies on offer for their year group. The last 
time Woodham Academy won some of these 
trophy’s date back to the 1990-91 and 1997-
98 school years, which shows the level of 
achievement from the current Year 10 team.

Super Season for 
Woodham Academy FC

Mr Patterson said “As a school, we are so 
proud of the team. They have all played 
their part in a fantastic season, showing 
excellent character to go unbeaten in the 
three competitions they won. The students are 
brilliant role models, on and off the pitch, so I 
am even more pleased of the people they are 
growing up to be.”
Acknowledgement must also go to the Year 
9 girls’ Futsal team who reached the County 
Finals in March, placing third overall. They are 
a very talented group of footballers and, over 
recent years, have led the way for the increase 
in participation of girls’ football at Woodham 
Academy.
In addition to representing the school, a 
number of Woodham students were selected 
to represent District teams. Oscar James in 
Year 8, Clayton Facinelli and Isaac Chambers 
in Year 10 and in Year 9, Cole Raine, Adam 
Brown, Troy Keyes and Thomas Howey were 
all part of the U14’s District team that had 
a very good season and Layken Hardy has 
represented Durham County. With their club 
teams, Evie Pearson, Poppy Moroney, Ruby 
Todd, Hannah Brischuk and Maddi Vickers 
won the U14’s County Cup with Newton 
Aycliffe Youth and Fearne Brischuk in Year 
11 won the U16’s County Cup with Stockton 
Town.
We would like to thank all our parents and staff 
who give up their time to support our students 
and teams. We look forward to another 
successful season next year.

As we bid and fond farewell to our year six pupils, it seems like 
yesterday when they began their journey at St. Joseph’s. All the 
staff would like to say a huge thank you for your resilience and 
perseverance this year. We are extremely proud of what you have 
accomplished throughout your seven years. We hope you treasure 
your fond memories of St. Joseph’s. Who could forget when Emily 
ran into nursery with her coat and bag on? The only problem was she 
forgot to hang it up and say goodbye to mum and dad! Iga remembers 
the after school sewing clubs and Nathan is proud of all of the new 
friends he has made. Everyone at St. Joseph’s wishes you the best of 
luck in your new schools. Remember, the sky is the limit!

St. Joseph’s 2024 Leavers

Bus Preservation Open Days
Grand Summer Open Day will be held on Saturday 20th July from 
10.00am until 3.00pm. This is a free event with free bus rides from 
the town centre to the museum every hour on the hour. There 
will be free tea, coffee and cakes. Tombola, etc and children’s 
activities.
The museum will then be open to the public every Saturday during 
the summer school holidays with the exception of Saturday 17th 
August when the buses will be at our Annual Rally in the car park 
of the town council offices on School Aycliffe Lane as well as at 
the Emergency Services event in the town centre.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

•  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£79.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

K & L
Executi ve Travel

8 Seater Minibus
07873 771233
01325 304075

Newton News
Deliverers 

Wanted
for all areas of the town.
To put your name on 

our ‘Reserve List’
Telephone:

01325 300212

TO SUIT OVER 13 
YEARS OR ACTIVE 

RETIREES

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

There’s a new shop now open on 
Beveridge Way in Aycliffe town 
centre, where you will find the

perfect gift for family and friends

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

Newton Aycliffe Football Club
2024/25 Sponsorship Opportunities
As we approach the new season, N.A.F.C. are 
looking for sponsors to support what should 
be another highly successful campaign.
 
CLUB 30 offers an exclusive package of 
match day benefits, to suit all budgets, 
running throughout the season with 
extensive advertising and Social Media 
exposure.

Other opportunities include:
• Stadium Naming Rights,
• Home Shirt Logo,
• Away Shirt Logo.

To receive more information on the above opportunities, or 
meet with the Sponsorship Team, please register your interest 
by email to: treasurer@newtonaycliffefc.co.uk

When we last spoke 
to you all we had 
just launched our 
#weARElistening 
campaign, this letter 
is a message of 
thanks. Firstly, we 
need to thank Jules 
Howe from Wellbeing 
for Life, through the 
PCP she secured 
us a small grant to 
enable us to deliver 
our self-care sessions 
(previously named 
pamper sessions), 
without that injection 
of funds, the sessions 
would have come to an end once our donated supplies ran out, so a 
huge thank you from us and the members.
Following a conversation about our new campaign, with Carrie 
Howarth, Cllr Eddy Adam was able to also offer us a small grant to 
help cover the costs of the things we needed to keep moving forward 
as an organisation. With his help, we have been able to replace the 
gazebo that the wind claimed last year at Ayclive, a table and chairs for 
events and much more. This help has meant we can continue to reach 
out in the community, spreading the message that we are listening, 
we are here to help, and we care. Organisations like ours could not 
survive without small grants and the board of trustees, along with the 
members, would just like to say an enormous thank you to Cllr Adam. 
Much like buses, we struggled for three years to secure any funding 
then, once we had the right status, three ‘buses’ came along at once, 
because our third thank you is for The Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe, 
following a talk that Carrie delivered to them, they kindly made a 
donation towards our campaign, the funds we receive are vital to keep 
us going and reach as many women as we can. We are blown away 
by the help we have received in these last few months, and we don’t 
quite have the words to express just how thankful we are. The next 
time you hear from us we will be able to tell you about an exciting new 
avenue the campaign has taken us down and how the above grants 
and donation have helped to facilitate it. Our first campaign is proving 
to be as important as we thought it may be, as we are going to be able 
to reach and support many more women between Aycliffe and Shildon. 
While we are saying thank you, we must mention that, on Saturday 
13th July, we attended the Petting Zoo in the town centre that was 
organised by A.C.O.R.N, Tina Hynes, Tina Beal (joined by her daughter 
Lorelai who is our little mascot), Vikki Forrest and Carrie Howarth 
attended and ran a stall to raise funds for the campaign and raised 
almost £100 which is fantastic, these women gave up their Saturday for 
us and we cannot thank them enough. Tina B, who is one of our new 
Newton Aycliffe facilitators, said “it was definitely different being on the 
other side of the table for the first time, but my daughter and I loved it, 
thank you so very much for the opportunity, I am so appreciative of this 
group.”  Funny, she is thanking us when, without people volunteering 
to run our stalls at events, we would not be able to do so. So, THANK 
YOU, thank you to our volunteers and to the people who have ensured 
we have the money we need to continue to offer our service.

Thank You From 
Sisters of Support

Avon Court Summer Fair
A Summer Fair will be held on Saturday 3rd August at 1.00pm. If you 
would like a stall, please call our Local Housing Manager as soon as 
possible - £5.00 per stall.
Hazel Davis, Local Housing Manager,
Avon Court, Tel: 0370 1924553 or email:
hazel.davis@housing21.org.uk
The event will be held in the grounds of Avon Court, Burnhill Way, 
Newton Aycliffe DL5 7LR, so stall holders may bring parasols and 
gazebos.
We have large grounds, so still time to book a stall. The Royal Air 
Force Association will have windmills and paper planes for the children.
The Fire Brigade will be in attendance along with Bric-a-Brac stall, 
Cancer Research, crafts, homemade chocolates, luxury skincare, 
Temple Spa and Police Community Support Officers.
Tea/coffee available in the dining area along with ice cream and ice 
lollies.
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André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 
André has over 35 years experience in denture design

formerly 
R.A. Taylor’s

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF
Telephone: 01388 721284

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

HALL FOR HIRE
School Aycliffe Community Centre

Large hall (high ceiling), meeting room, Wi-Fi,
private off road car park, kitchen facilities,
accessible toilets, baby changing facilities

and a lovely enclosed outside area.

For further information please contact
Zanna Bewick on 07929 916725
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
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Green Flag 
Awards
Two crematoriums in County Durham have 
retained their Green Flag status for another 
year.
Mountsett Crematorium and Durham 
Crematorium have each been given a 
Green Flag, an international award which 
acknowledges parks and green spaces for 
their good quality, excellent facilities, and high 
standards of maintenance.
Both sites are maintained by Durham County 
Council, with Durham Crematorium run in 
partnership with Spennymoor Town Council 
and Mountsett Crematorium in conjunction 
with Gateshead Council.
Graham Harrison, Durham County Council’s 
bereavement services manager, said: “We 
are pleased that our crematoriums have 
once again been awarded a Green Flag. The 
accolade acknowledges the hard work put in 
by staff to keep grounds in the best condition 
for everyone who visits. 
“Our crematoriums are a place for very 
personal ceremonies and memorials, so it 
is important to us that these grounds are 
maintained to a high standard so that they 
are a calming and pleasant environment for 
visitors.”
The Green Flag Award scheme, managed 
by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy 
under licence from the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, 
recognises and rewards well-managed parks 
and green spaces. 
Any green space that is freely accessible to 
the public is eligible to apply for a Green Flag 
Award. 
Awards are given on an annual basis and 
winners must apply each year to renew their 
Green Flag status.

Following confirmation that more prisoners 
will be subject to early release to ease prison 
overcrowding, PCC Joy Allen is calling for better 
resettlement packages to deter reoffending.
The PCC is clear that without appropriate levels 
of support, both the prisoner and the justice 
system are being set up to fail.
“Far too many prisoners are being released 
on licence without any practical support,” 
she explained. “I met a woman recently who 
explained that she was released from prison 
without anywhere to live. This meant that 
she breached her licence conditions and was 
returned to prison very quickly. 
“This then adds to the overcrowding conundrum, 
and we are in a worse position than before. It’s 
like bed blocking in the secure estate. We have 
to get the basics right. If prisoners are to be 
released early, then everything possible should 
be done to keep them out of prison, not returning 
within a few days. That makes a mockery of the 
whole early release system.
“I know that this will heap pressure on other 
agencies, but we have to be practical. We 
cannot condone prisoners being released early, 
without a home or means by which to live. That 
simply leads to further problems. I know we 
are told that there will be 1000 more probation 
officers by March 2025, which is good news for 
the future, but something needs doing now! The 
whole process needs fixing, not just capacity 
inside the prisons.
“I will be writing to the Minister for Justice and 
the Home Secretary to explain my concerns, 
and asking for assurance that the lack of 
resettlement support will not simply lead to 
further overcrowding.”

Resettlement 
Packages Although the last week has been 

impacted by a cancellation, it has still 
been another busy period for Aycliffe 
Running Club.   
On Wednesday 3rd July, two 
members took part in the South 
Shields Monthly Mile, with Dave 
Stothard (6:42) and Ian Stothard 
(10:41) both representing the club.
On Wednesday 10th July, six 
members travelled to Marske to 
take part in the Coast Road 5k. 
Representing the club were John 
Surtees (17:00), David Stothard 
(23:59), Kirsty Cameron (28:36), 
Kathleen Tonge (28:46), Richard 
Tonge (30:16) and Ian Stothard 
(35:38).
On Thursday 11th July, one member 
travelled to Sunderland to take part 
in the Sunderland 5k, with Richard 
Campbell (18:04) representing 
the club. On Friday 12th July, one 
member took part in the fifth race 
of the York 5k series of races, with 
Matt Muir 18:10 achieving a 5k road 
personal best in the event. 
On Saturday 13th July, four members 
travelled to Stanhope to take part 
in the Green Miles Stanhope Trail 
Races. In the 10k race, Bernadette 
Cooper (1:17:06) and Jayne Rudd 
(1:50:52). In the half marathon, 
Richard Campbell continued his 
excellent week with a time of 2:05:22 
and Paul Dalton (2:44:17) using the 
vent as training for his upcoming Ultramarathon.  
On Sunday 14th July, one member took part in the Trail Outlaws 
Bottoms Up Cup which is a 5k trail race running through the heart of 
the iconic Princess Anne Park in the centre of Washington. Rob Young 
(21:29) was the sole representative for the club.
On the same day, two members took part in the Run Through 
Newcastle 10k, with Laura Hudson (50:32) and Ian Stothard (1:14:27) 
both representing the club.  
On Saturday 13th July, 30 members started their weekend with a 
parkrun. At Hackworth, Max Todd (20:49) finished third with Melanie 
Varley (30:13) and Peter Varley (31:46) both setting new personal 
bests for the course. This was also the 200th ever parkrun for Gareth 
Hamblin (33:02).  
At Hartlepool, Angela Sutheran (23:38) finished as third female with 
Dave Stothard (23:40) setting a new personal best for the course. One 
of our members travelled to a special course over the weekend taking 
in the spectacular Etna parkrun situated at Mount Etna in Sicily, Italy.  
Sarah Gill (33:07) completed the course for the first time, finishing as 
first female.
At Cotsford Fields, Lou Mann (33:21) completed the course for the 
first time. At Leazes, David Thompson (29:56) set a new personal best 
for this course. At Fulwell Quarry, Keith Hatton (27:38) completed the 
course for the first time and maintained his North East Regionnaire 
status after the new course was added.
If you are feeling inspired and are interested in joining the club, you 
can turn up for one of our sessions. More information is available 
on our website www.ayclifferunningclub.org.uk  or our Facebook 
page. If you would like to chat with someone, then you can email 
ayclifferunningclub@gmail.com - If interested in the Junior Section you 
can email arc.juniorsection@gmail.com - Make this year the year you 
or your children get into running and join us to keep it going for many 
years to come.
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Integrated washing machine
Integrated dishwasher
Integrated fridge/freezer (saving £2,750)
Carpet & vinyl package throughout (saving £2,200)

Want to own one of our  
final 3 bedroom homes?

Available plots and prices correct at the time of going to print July 2024.

Discover unmissable deals with our last remaining 2 and 3 bedroom  
homes, prices from just £146,995.

Scan the QR code to find out more   
Elder Gardens, off Middridge Road,  
Newton Aycliffe, County Durham, DL5 7BF

A huge £5,000 saving
Integrated washing machine
Integrated dishwasher
Integrated fridge/freezer (saving £2,750)
Carpet and vinyl package throughout (saving £3,070)
Upgraded kitchen (saving £1,500)
£1,000 towards legal fees

The Halstead – Plot 163 - £146,995

The Windsor – Plot 1 – was £204,996,  
now £199,995

St. Francis’ Junior School were recently visited 
by Ofsted and we are delighted to continue to 
be a ‘Good’ school as the report praised the 
school for being ‘ambitious for all pupils,’ and a 
‘nurturing and aspirational school’.
St. Francis CE (Aided) Junior School 
Headteacher, Lisa Lakey, said, “We are 
delighted with our recently published report. 
It reflects the love and care that the school 
ethos brings, the hard work and dedication of 
children, staff and the wider community. They 
all work hard to ensure all children can believe 
in and work towards the many opportunities 
open to them in the future.”
The report highlighted the curriculum and 
its ambition for all pupils. “The school motto, 
‘Let your light shine bright’, is lived out by 
all pupils and staff. The newly introduced 
curriculum helps pupils, including those who 
are disadvantaged or those with special 
educational needs and / or disabilities (SEND), 
to achieve well.”
Inspectors described the ‘high expectations 
of pupils behaviour,’ and the ‘positive learning 
atmosphere’, where pupils are ‘safe and 
happy’.
Lead inspector, Georgina Chinaka, praised 
the ‘ambitious’ curriculum. She said “The 
school has high expectations of pupils from 
the beginning of their journey at St. Francis . . 
. Teachers adapt the curriculum to help pupils 
fill any gaps in their knowledge. As a result, 
pupils achieve well by the end of KS2.”
Inspectors also praised the school for their 
support for their pupils and families. Chair of 

‘Good’ Ofsted Report

The Northern Citrines Jazz Band, originally formed in Shildon, now 
practicing and based in Ferryhill, are hosting their annual Carnival on 
Sunday 28th July in Hackworth Park, Central Parade, Shildon.
The host band are expecting eight marching bands to attend and 
perform a parade along the bottom path around the park and a 
marching display in the arena held in the park itself. There will be an 
arrangement of stalls, raffles, tombolas and various prizes to be won 
on the day. Hot food will be served from a barbecue area with cold 
refreshments also available. A presentation of trophies, medals and 
certificates to the winning bands will be held towards the end of the 
event. All are welcome to attend this family fun event.

Marching Band Carnival

Governors, Mr Bowes, said “The inspection 
confirmed what the school and all governors 
and staff have been working for over the past 
few years. It is our aim to continue to ensure 
that all children become part of our St. Francis’ 
family and flourish during their time with us.”

The Voice of Conscience
“Whilst you cannot always be in

control of the situation you should
always be able to control your

own reactions.”
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Editorial Contributions
Editorial contributions, stories and titbits can be sent to the 
Newton News editor via email:- paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Alternatively, you can ‘contact us’ via our website:-
www.newtonnews.co.uk

Local stories and letters to the editor, if approved
for publication are reproduced without any charge.

PLEASE NOTE:
Any letter for publication should be accompanied with the 

author’s email address, name, address and contact number.
These details can be withheld from publication on request.

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: managerplayday@gmail.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years
• Excellent outdoor play area

• CCTV throughout the building
• Exciting/creative activities

• Full or part time care
• Healthy eating home cooked food

• Fully qualified and vetted staff
• In partnership with parents

Playday 
Nursery

OFSTED Inspected - “Good”

OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers an outstanding 
provision with high quality teaching provided by highly 
qualified staff.

www.ayclive.co.uk

J&C

Jukebox Vandals

Fossil

The Angelettes

The Turtle Z’s
That’s What I Call 80s

Beyond Madness

Manchester Anthems

TICKET INFORMATI�N
ONLINE PRICES

Over 18’s £20*/ 14-17’s £15* / 5-13’s £1 / U5’s FREE** 
(*Prices Includes a £1.00 Booking fee, **Must be accompanied by adult)

ENTRY ON THE GATE
Over 18’s £25 / 14-17’s £20 / 5-13’s £1

OakLeaf Sports Field, School Aycliffe Lane, DL5 6QZ, 12pm-11.00pm

Tickets available from:
Newton Press

Moore Lane Sports ClubJust The Perfect Gift
(town centre)

ONE

WEEK

TO GO

Drone Cover
Our thanks to PCSO Stuart Fotheringham who 
joined us in the studio this week for the second 
of the three pre-recorded scheduled interviews 
to air over the next few weeks.
Stuart, who has recently joined the Newton 
Aycliffe Police, has quickly established himself 
as part of the community policing team.
As well as discussing the number of initiatives 
already in place in the community to tackle 
recurring problems, he was able to confirm 
Aycliffe Police will soon have access to drone 
resources which will have a major impact on 
policing in the area.
PCSO Fotheringham’s interview will be aired 
as part of our live show on Sunday 11th 
August.
Phill & Andy
Around Town, Aycliffe Radio.

In his first full week in the job, our new Member of Parliament, Alan 
Strickland MP, hit the ground running by leading a parliamentary visit to 
the Hitachi Rail plant. 
To raise awareness of the world class manufacturing taking place at 
Hitachi, Alan organised for five newly elected Members of Parliament 
from Darlington, Bishop Auckland and other neighbouring areas to visit 
the facility. 
The parliamentary delegation saw every stage of production, met 
apprentices and held talks with trade union officials and Hitachi’s UK 
chief director. The MPs heard about the challenges the plant is facing 
followed the gap in orders left by the previous government. 
Alan Strickland, MP, said: “As an election candidate I spent 18 months 
banging the drum for Hitachi. Now I’m our Member of Parliament, 
working hard to try and secure a future for the Hitachi plant is my 
number one priority.
“I’m was really pleased to organise a parliamentary delegation from 
across the region, so that new MPs could see for themselves the 
incredible engineering skills on our doorstep and support my campaign 
to back the plant.”

New MP Leads
Major Hitachi Visit

A debt of gratitude to everyone who came to 
see myself, June and Valerie at the petting 
zoo last Saturday and not forgetting Joyce, 
it was a very cold day too, I can’t thank Keith 
and Rebecca Lovejoy for making this the best 
event ever, the support I received has put me 
in a strong position to keep feeding and caring 
for all the very small hogs I have here, all 14 of 
them, and the bigger ones too. I currently have 
24 here. The hoglets aren’t only messy but 
they are expensive too, they walk through all 
their food, but they are super cute nevertheless 
and they are all doing well here. Thanks to 
Joan for her donation too, much appreciated.  
It’s been a tough road caring for these little 
ones, I have been fundraising and also up 
during the night to keep these hoglets from 
getting hungry, I work alone caring for them 
and medicating too, whenever necessary, and 
some babies have had to be put on antibiotics.  
My day starts at 5.45 with the clean up to start 
their day. Four hourly feeds, then up at 2am for 
feeds to keep them alive and well. Yes I am still 
tired, but I would rather be tired and have them 
here safe from harm. I get to witness them 
growing up which is very rewarding.
The three little babies from Hopper Road are 
doing ok, they are siblings so they will remain 
together for as long as they are here. I have 
also got three little ones here that were born 
here. Goldie their mum can be released now, 
it’s no fun being in rescue at over 1000 grams, 
my thanks go to Steve and Lesley for taking 
her in and support feeding her in their garden 
she was grabbed by a dog in Darlington whilst 
she was out during the day looking for food,  
her baby girls are named Itsy, Bitsy and Teeny.  
Bet Lynda, Jackie and John Connell like those 
names!
I can’t stress enough the urgency needed to 
help these poor downtrodden mammals, if you 
see a hog out during the day please act, pick 
them up and put them in a high sided box, 
then seek help. All too often, small hogs get 
attacked by corvids, flies etc, heartbreaking 
and avoidable to say the least. They all have 
too much to deal with out there, it’s so unfair.
Pictured is my smallest baby, this is Baby 
Button, he weighs only 76 grams, but is 
healthy, the food I purchase is very good, but 
expensive, they all enjoy their Royal Canin 
mousse and kibble.
Here are some useful contact details: The 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society Number 
is 01584 890801, my email address, which 
shouldn’t be used for hedgehog emergencies, 
is: pricklyhaven@yahoo.com - Facebook: 
Prickly Haven Hedgehog Hotel.
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ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk

9 Seater Mini Bus available for airport
transfers, concerts and other special events.

Our hassle free service will take you door to 
door in comfort, ring or email for details

Tel: 01325 300 605                  
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

YOUNGS/POST OFFICE ON BEVERIDGE WAY, 
AYCLIFFE TOWN CENTRE IS MUCH MORE THAN 

JUST ANOTHER POST OFFICE…

MORE THAN 
JUST A POST 

OFFICE
...as well as providing Royal Mail and  
Parcelforce Worldwide services including  
cash withdrawals and deposits we offer  
a home delivery newspaper service;  
greeting cards for all occasions and  
stationery; plus a huge selection of  
American candy, soda pop, and  
9 FLAVOURS OF SLUSH –  
70P, £1 AND  
£1.50 PER CUP! 

OUR POST OFFICE SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY  6.30AM TO 5.30PM
SATURDAY 6.30AM TO 4.00PM
SUNDAY 8.30AM TO 11.30AM

YOUNGS

Have a Say on 
Local Issues
Residents in Great Aycliffe & Middridge can 
find out how local issues are being tackled 
when the local Area Action Partnership 
holds their next board meeting later this 
month.
The Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership 
Area Action Partnership (AAP) board 
will be meeting on Tuesday 23rd July 
2024, between 6.00pm and 8.00pm at the 
Pioneering Care Centre in Newton Aycliffe 
and members of the public are invited to 
observe proceedings.
Board members will be receiving a couple 
of update presentations during the 
meeting, from Durham County Council 
officers, in relation to proposed changes 
to face-to-face customer services and also 
in relation to proposed boundary changes 
for the Area Action Partnerships as they 
transition to Local Networks.
Anyone who would like to attend the 
meeting should register in advance by 
emailing gampaap@durham.gov.uk

Gymnasts at Woodham Community 
Gymnastics Club were at our recent awards 
night which gave us the opportunity to reward 
the hard working gymnasts of our club.
The club was fortunate to receive funding 
from GAMP (Great Aycliffe & Middridge 
Partnership) and has all new gymnastics 
equipment housed at Woodham Community 
Centre.
We pride ourselves in providing a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere and like to keep 
class numbers small, but with no limit on the 
enjoyment factor! We run two classes on 
Friday evenings, the first for younger children 
from 6.30pm to 7.15pm and the second for 
older or more experienced gymnasts between 
7.15pm and 8.15pm.
We do have places available from September. 
If you are interested, please email:
redfearnjoy@gmail.com
where further details will be provided. First 
class is free and we’d love to meet you and 
your budding gymnast.
All Olympians have to start somewhere!

Are You Ready For 
The Olympics?

Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, sponsored by Franks the Flooring Store, 
lost by six wickets away at league leaders Barnard Castle 2nd XI in the 
NYSD second division. Aycliffe were asked to bat first in tricky conditions 
and were bowled out for a below par 161 after 28.4 overs. Captain 
James Layfield-Carroll (sponsored by Yvonne and Bob Wood) top 
scored with 38 off 39 balls and other useful contributions came from Joe 
Teasdale (35 off 23 balls) and Chris Palmer (25 off 29 balls). In reply, the 
homeside eased to victory after 29.4 overs and with six wickets in hand 
despite a couple of wickets from leg spin bowler Tom Dearden. 
The second team had to contend with a few stoppages for rain and the 
subsequent loss of vital overs, but in the end could only manage a draw 
at home to Skelton Castle 1st XI in the NYSD fourth division. Electing 
to bat first, Aycliffe piled up an imposing 208 for 6 declared after 33.3 
overs thanks to a brilliant century from 18 year old Ramzan Hussain 
(sponsored by Athena Sports Academy). The talented youngster 
was finally dismissed for a career best 114 off just 66 balls and his 
memorable innings contained 18 boundaries and four huge sixes. 
Opener Matty French also deserves credit for scoring a solid 29 off 
80 balls and sharing a 3rd wicket partnership of 96 with the centurion 
Hussain. In reply, Aycliffe were allotted 32 overs, rather than the usual 

40 overs, to try to dismiss the visitors, as 
a vital eight overs were lost due to the rain 
interruptions. However, Aycliffe still worked 
hard in the difficult conditions and had Skelton 
Castle at 141 for 7 when the overs ran out. 
Leon Patel was the pick of the bowlers taking 
3 for 25 and Matty Greaves also bowled well 
taking 2 for 12, but the 8 overs that were lost 
proved crucial as the visiting batsmen dug in for 
a draw with three wickets in hand. 
The club’s U17’s finished top of their group 
after a brilliant win by 35 runs at home to 
Barnard Castle in the NYSD 100 Cup. Aycliffe 
won the toss and chose to bat first and were 
indebted to a fantastic 2nd wicket partnership 
of 114 between captain Tom Dearden and 
Ramzan Hussain. Dearden continued his 
extraordinary run of form to top score with 82, 
which was his 7th half century in nine junior 
games and his dominant innings contained 
ten boundaries and five sixes off just 39 balls. 
Hussain also impressed, scoring 47 off 37 
balls, smashing four boundaries and four sixes 
as Aycliffe finished on a very challenging 150 
for 9 from their 100 balls. In reply, the visitors 
were restricted to 115 for 5 from their 100 balls 
thanks to some tight bowling from Tom Dearden 
(2 for 16), Dan Heaton (2 for 28) and Freddie 
Lawler (1 for 17). Special mention must also 
go to 13 year old stand in wicket keeper Trent 
Telford who claimed two stumpings and a catch 
and 12 year old Archie Brown who made his 
debut and fielded superbly for the team.
The girls U11s team played their first festival of 
the season at Bedale Cricket Club and came 
away with two wins and a defeat. The girls beat 
Thirsk in one of their three games by 26 runs, 
thanks to some good batting by captain Carys 
Myers (11 not out off 4 balls) and Evie Dean (10 
not out off 3 balls) and tight bowling by Neve 
Britton who took the only wicket to fall when 
Thirsk batted.

Photo: Girls U11’s team at the Bedale Cricket 
Festival and Ramzan Hussain, who scored a 
century for the 2nd team.

Aycliffe Cricket ClubAycliffe Cricket Club
Scoreboard ReportScoreboard Report

HAVE YOU GOT
NEWS FOR US?

We are always interested in local news stories.
We like to feature good news and interesting
items on achievements & community service

Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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Wedding Stationery
NEWTON PRESS

TEL: 01325 300212
Email: sales@newtonpress.net

DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 
ORGANISATION?

Prices from £65.00
Contact: Newton Press

01325 300212

Health, Wellbeing & Learning for All!

Services & activities available for the community 
delivered from the Pioneering Care Centre in 
Newton Aycliffe:

Get in touch: 

01325 321234 
enquiries@pcp.uk.net 

www.pcp.uk.net

Our guest on the first half of Sunday 15th 
July show was going to be local healthcare 
professional, Angela Allison from Aycliffe 
Reflex Clinic, based at the PCP. Unfortunately, 
Angela developed a rather nasty throat 
infection so we had to quickly change things 
round to accommodate our other guests on 
the show. Our very own Michael Stead had 
agreed to lend us his feet for the morning, and 
ever the good sport Michael still came into 
the studio to chat with us and to discuss his 
managing your money guest spot on the show 
which is scheduled for the 18th August.
And, whilst taking advantage of the change 
to today’s show, we were also able to play 
the first of three scheduled, pre-recorded 
interviews with various Police Community 
Support Officers, the first one being with 
PCSO Steven Kipling.
Local athletics world and national record 
holder Laurie Cummings returned to the studio 
to share some of his experiences as a diving 
instructor with over 1300 dives to his credit 
in the warm waters of the Red Sea around 
Sharm El Sheik.
Laurie brought along his good friend Doaa, 
who is visiting from Egypt. Doaa ELdaghar, 
is a highly qualified diving professional and 
expert in her profession who has developed a 
working relationship and friendship with Laurie 
and his family over a number of years.
Phill & Andy
Around Town, Aycliffe Radio.

Nearly, But
Not Quite Feet 
and Flippers

CongratulationsObituary

Acknowledgement

In Memoriam

For Sale

Yamaha Clavinova 
CVP 303 Digital Piano, 
offers over £600. 
Manual, instructions, 
music books and 
sheet music. Good 
condition, buyer 
collects. Tel Keith 
01325 307905

JVC 24” LED Smart 
HD TV, manual, 
remote. Good 
condition, £65 ono. 
Could deliver to 
Newton Aycliffe area. 
Tel Keith 01325 
307905

Robert & Maureen Ross
(nee Lidster)

25th July 2024
Congratulations on your

60th Wedding Anniversary.
Love from all the family.

Mrs Margaret 
Eunice Parkin

Died 21st July 2015
You fell asleep and 
angels came, the 
Lord looked down 
and called your 
name, now Heaven 
has its brightest star 
and in our thoughts 
you are never far.
Until we meet again.
Your loving Husband 
Stan and family.
God bless xxxx

Dorothy Clark

Died 23rd July 2023
My Wife, Dorothy, 
she was ill for years, 
at the end she could 
not put up with the 
pain. On 23rd July 
she gave up, miss 
you loads.
Hope to meet again.
Your loving Husband 
Barrie xxx

Michael and Carol 
Slater

Congratulations on 
your 50th Wedding 

Anniversary.
Lots of love from

all the family.

Sarah Parkin
(Sally)

Passed away 
peacefully on 6th 
July, aged 93 years.
Beloved Wife of 
the late Bob; a 
much loved Mam to 
Melanie and the late 
Lesley; Mother-in-
Law to Dave and Ian; 
a cherished Nana to 
Stuart, Stacey, Sam 
and the late Adam, 
also a loving Great 
Nana to George and 
Belle.
Funeral service 
to be held at St. 
Clare’s Church on 
Monday 22nd July 
at 11.45am, followed 
by cremation at Wear 
Valley Crematorium.

Anne Lindley

The family of the 
late Anne Lindley 
wish to express their 
sincere thanks to 
all relatives,  friends 
and neighbours for 
their kindness and 
sympathy shown to 
them during their 
recent bereavement.
Also for the cards, 
flowers and 
donations of £260 
for Cancer Research 
UK and Macmillan 
Cancer Care.
Special thanks 
to Carole Briggs, 
Celebrant, for 
the personal and 
comforting service 
and appreciation 
to the Co-op 
Funeralcare.

Dennis Williams

Sadly passed away, 
aged 88, at Rose 
Lodge Care Home 
on  8th July 2024. He 
is loved and missed 
by all his family.
A funeral service will 
take place at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 
on Friday 26th July 
at 2.30pm.
Family flowers only 
please, a donation 
plate will be provided 
at the crematorium.

Elsie Robinson

The family of the late 
Elsie Robinson would 
like to thank Meynell 
& Mason Funeral 
Services for their care 
and consideration; 
family, friends and 
neighbours for their 
invaluable support.
Donations amounted 
to £407.80 have been  
shared with Marie 
Curie and Macmillan 
Nurses.

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

Personal

Hairdressing

LYNN'S MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING

Over 25 years experience. 
For a friendly, 

reliable service 
call Lynn on

07904 219997 

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair, Ramps, etc, 

any condition. Also 
Caravan and Trailer.

T. 07401 133459

Household
Furniture Bought
Tel. 07860 560295

Wanted

Pets

Sunshine & Showers Counselling
Are you struggling with life and not quite sure why?

As an integrative counsellor, I can offer you a safe, confidential 
space where we can explore this together.

Using a variety of modalities, knowledge and skills helps you 
to understand yourself, leading you to create your best life. 

Call/message Mary on 07521 939908 or
Email: sunshineandshowerscounselling@gmail.com

Counselling

EXPERIENCED
Sewing Machinist Wanted.

Part and Full Time Available.
For more details please call Dave on

07497 176492

Situations Vacant
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

HANDYMAN
available for small 

house jobs
(retired builder)

Tel: 07717 822021

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

Gardening

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired
07519 376870

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039
01325 308349

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 497079
Mobile:  07769 903173

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

BATHROOMS
REMODELED

Discounts / Fitted

Wardobes

Contact Len Cox
07948 157273

Gardening
& Odd Jobs
My late wife told me, once, 
she had received a letter from 
the council stating she had 
a dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t 
know whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!” 
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree 
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just 
give me a call and I will come around for a coffee and 
a chat about what you need doing!

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service
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Editorial Contributions
Editorial contributions, stories and titbits can be sent to the 
Newton News editor via email:- paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Alternatively, you can ‘contact us’ via our website:-
www.newtonnews.co.uk

Local stories and letters to the editor, if approved
for publication are reproduced without any charge.

PLEASE NOTE:
Any letter for publication should be accompanied with the 

author’s email address, name, address and contact number.
These details can be withheld from publication on request.
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CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

PaperLadies
Decorating Service

Painting - Paper Hanging
Colour Advice - Coving

Interior & Exterior
Handyman Work
Tidy and Effi cient

Free Estimates
Friendly & Affordable
20 years experience

Contact Rachel or Stephen
01325 495592
07986 569466

E: petchy2@btinternet.com

World Heritage Site Durham Cathedral, care homes, 
schools, market places, parks and all manner of other 
venues. 
All have resonated with the joyous sounds of live music, 
singing, chat and laughter; and witnessed dancing 
aplenty and smiles galore.
Over the course of a week, Durham Brass Festival 2024 
navigated some wet weather and brought sunshine to 
thousands of people across County Durham.
Brass saw a number of sell-out performances, including 
from Public Service Broadcasting (PSB), and The Cory 
Band playing with the Durham Miners’ Association Brass 
Band. The Brassed On event, which allowed the region’s 
up and coming talent to collaborate with brass acts, was 
also a sell-out. This saw Sunderland’s Nadedja team up 
with festival favourites Loud Noises, while North Shields’ 
Hector Gannet performed alongside NuSound Brass.
The Public Service Broadcasting gig at Durham 
Cathedral wowed ticketholders from as far afield as France, Germany and Switzerland. It saw PSB collaborate with 
Pelton Fell’s NASUWT Riverside Band for a special performance of the former’s album Every Valley – music inspired by 
coal mining in this the 40th anniversary year of the miners’ strike. There were special guest performances from Welsh 
actress and singer Lisa Jen Brown alongside Maximo Park’s Paul Smith and the Felling Male Voice Choir, with the acts 
introduced by Ross Forbes from the Durham Miners’ Association.
There was also free entertainment in the form of the Streets of Brass performances across Durham City, Party in the 
Park at the city’s Wharton Park, and Big and Little Brass Bashes at ten towns and villages across the county. 
The festival’s final scenes saw a DJ set from Smoove & Turrell at Durham Town Hall, and Loud Noises performing at 
Durham Miners’ Gala.
Brass also prides itself on its outreach programme, with 65 performances across the week in schools across County 
Durham and a number in care homes.

Durham Brass Festival 2024 Success

Hopetown Darlington Opens Its Doors 
The north’s newest visitor attraction has announced its 
opening date - and tickets are now available to book.
In 1825, a railway journey changed the world forever. 
Locomotion No. 1 became the first steam locomotive to 
haul a passenger-carrying train on a public railway - the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway.
It’s Darlington that will be the destination for tens of 
thousands of visitors this summer when the region’s 
newest visitor attraction, Hopetown Darlington, throws 
open its doors - just in time for the school holidays.  
Following a £35m investment, Hopetown Darlington 
opened to the public on Tuesday 16th July. Visitors to 
Hopetown Darlington will enter through the restored 
Goods Shed on McNay Street. Originally constructed in 
1833, and believed to be the second-oldest goods shed 
remaining in the country, this Grade II listed building now 
houses a café, shop, and digital media experience.   
Another Grade II listed building, North Road Station 
Museum (formerly the Head of Steam), celebrates the 
past, present and future of rail travel and engineering 
brilliance with a £3 million investment into a brand new 
interactive permanent exhibition.
In the Carriage Works, the opening special exhibition 
is Brick Journeys, a tour through the world of transport 
made entirely from Lego® bricks. Also within this Grade II 
listed building is The Stores, where people of all ages can 
explore Hopetown’s archive and discover artefacts and 
objects not on permanent display.
At Darlington Locomotive Works - the new purpose-built 
home of the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust - Hopetown 
visitors can watch members and volunteers of the Trust 
build the UK’s newest steam engine. 
Hopetown Darlington celebrates the innovation and 
experimentation that put Darlington on the map - and that 
all starts with play. Children’s imaginations can run free in 
Wagon Woods, the attraction’s railway-themed immersive 
outdoor adventure play park based on a Georgian feat 
of engineering - the Stockton & Darlington Railway’s 
Brusselton Incline. Developed in consultation with local 
primary schools, the play park includes an accessible 
incline track with interactive features and a companion 
slide suitable for wheelchair users.
Those who come by car will be able to park in style in a 
new car park overlooked by none other than the Grade 1 
listed Skerne Bridge - which holds the distinction of being 

the oldest railway bridge in the world still in continuous 
use. Skerne Bridge Car Park will accommodate more than 
200 vehicles, including spaces for disabled parking and 
electric charging points. A 20-minute walk from the town 
centre, Hopetown Darlington benefits from frequent bus 
services and shares a site with North Road railway station. 
The station is served hourly, in each direction, by Northern 
Trains on the Saltburn to Bishop Auckland railway line. 
From here you can connect to the main Darlington 
Railway Station (Bank Top) which benefits from mainline 
connections to the rest of Britain.
Entry to the site will be free of charge. Free site admission 
will include entry to North Road Station Museum, 
Darlington Locomotive Works viewing gallery and The 
Stores, as well as the shop, café and outdoor areas. A free 
ticket will be required to enter the site. Visitors are advised 
to pre-book their free ticket. This will reduce queue times 
and allow visitors to plan their day with certainty - including 
selecting their arrival time - to avoid disappointment at 
busy times.
Some exhibitions, events and activities carry a separate 
charge. For these, a separate ticket will be required, in 
addition to a free site admission ticket. These include 
Wagon Woods adventure play park and the Brick 
Journeys exhibition in the Carriage Works. Pre-booking is 
recommended to avoid disappointment.
Tickets can be booked at www.hopetowndarlington.
co.uk
To keep up to date with what’s on, follow Hopetown 
Darlington on Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube and 
visit:
www.hopetowndarlington.co.uk to sign up for email 
updates.



www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories
• Porches • Door Canopies
We also complete all aspects
of repair work on: 
• Misted Units • Broken Locks

* Now Selling Garage Doors
For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Welcoming eighteen 
PCSO’s to Durham 
Constabulary, PCC 

New PCSO’s Strengthen 
Neighbourhood Policing

Newly discovered Cornish self-portrait will also 
now feature in this major exhibition by two 
extraordinary storytellers of everyday life, who 
showcase the north through different lenses. 
Over 50 paintings, drawings and sketches by 
artists Norman Cornish and LS Lowry will be 
showcased at The Bowes Museum from 20th 
July 2024 to 19th January 2025. This major new 
exhibition includes 35 rarely or previously unseen 
artworks by the artists who shared a strong love of the north, which was 
the focus of so much of their work, and who have a history of exhibiting 
together. 
The exhibition will also now feature a newly discovered self-portrait by 
Norman Cornish. This new painting was uncovered during conservation 
work to Cornish’s painting Bar Scene. The Bowes Museum’s Conservator, 
Jon Old, described its discovery as ‘magical’. Although it shows Cornish in 
his younger days, it is not yet known where this never-before-seen painting 
fits in the wider chronology of the artist’s works, but it has now become the 
29th known self-portrait by Cornish and will be proudly displayed facing the 
other self-portraits in the exhibition.
The exhibition takes visitors on a journey from ‘meeting’ both artists to 
seeing their perceptions of the different environments they encountered. 
These, and the experiences shared by their friends, family and the wider 
community within those places, are beautifully documented throughout. 
The artworks span different themes, from community and working life to 
the role of women.  
Visitors can also see a different style from Lowry with more figurative 
sketches and paintings of his loved ones. These include portraits of his 
mother and father, and Study of a Girl in Peasant Dress 1917, which are 
quite unlike his more familiar matchstick style figures. 
From August to November the Museum will also host an engaging series 
of talks supporting 
the exhibition. The 
five talks include 
intimate reflections 
and personal stories 
from members of 
the Cornish family, 
and insights into LS 
Lowry’s life and works 
by Curator of The 
Lowry Collection in 
Salford Claire Stewart. 
Attendees can also 
hear Redhill’s CEO 
Nick Malyan explore 
the area’s mining 
history and what this 
community looks like 
today, and Dr Vicki 
Pugh, from York 
St John University, 
who will discuss the 
relationship between 
industry and the 
environment. More 
details will be released 
in due course.
To find out more 
about The Bowes 
Museum, visit: www.
thebowesmuseum.
org.uk

Norman Cornish and 
LS Lowry Exhibition

Joy Allen said that 
their recruitment 
highlighted her 

commitment to a 
strong local police 
presence.

“The public have 
made it clear to me 
that Neighbourhood 
Policing is their top 
priority, so I have 
made it mine too,” said 
the Commissioner. 
“If we are to increase 
the public’s trust and 
confidence in policing, 
we have to listen and 
respond to what they 
tell us. That’s exactly 
what I did in my first 
term of office and as 
I develop my new 
Police and Crime 
Plan, I want them to 
know that it will be 
shaped by the public, 
for the public.
“PCSO’s are a vital 
part of our local 
policing teams and I 
recognise, from the 
feedback I receive, 
that the public value 
them very highly. It is 
also a great job, with 
a different challenge 
every day. I know 
some people use 
it as a springboard 
to become a police 
officer, while others 
simply want to be part 
of the local police 
family. Whichever, I 
want all our PCSO’s to 
know I support them 
and their role and 
value the job they do.”


